
Online Bank Enabled Payments (OBEP)

Alexander Grinberg CEO

eWise



• Governing body for ACH 

network, key player in electronic 

payments space

• Represents over 14,000 banks

• Processed over 19 billion 

transactions and $30 trillion in 

volume in 2009

• Partnering with eWise to roll out 

OBEP in the US - SVP

• Founded in 2000

• USA, Australia, UK and China

• Exclusive licensed network 

operator for SVP

• Rolling out Payo network in UK

• Sales, Marketing, Switch 

Operator

• Providing OBEP solutions 

internationally

Introduction to eWise



What is OBEP

• A network of financial institutions and 
merchants/billers

• Providing consumers real-time payment from their 
bank account

• Privacy, security, non-disclosure

• Real-time guarantee of payment to merchant/biller

• Bank transaction revenue – using existing 
infrastructure

Online Bank Enabled Payments
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What is the ICPNO 
• The International Council of Payment Network Operators is a 

collaboration of major on-line bank enabled payment network 

(OBEP) operators

• The goal of the ICPNO is to develop the framework and operating 

rules to join the OBEP networks around the globe

• Currently the ICPNO consists of (Netherlands),              

(Germany),                       (United States),         (Canada),         

(Colombia), and (UK)

ICPNO



• Increase transaction volumes for participant OBEP networks

• Open standards

• Create interconnectivity with the other participating schemes

• Allow participation in new ICPNO initiatives like the new cross 

border P2P initiative

• Increased privacy and security in international consumer 

payments

• Allows sharing of expertise and knowledge among 

participating schemes

ICPNO Benefits



Why Now for OBEP and the ICPNO

Change in online payment choices 

and behaviours

Privacy 

Concerns

Addresses the 
privacy issues 

currently 
being raised2

Consumer 

discomfort

High 

abandonment 

rates due to 

dislike of 3DS and 

security concerns

Brazil’s 
growth in 

eCommerce
Brazilian 

ecommerce 
traffic grew to 
$210B US in 

20091

Non bank 

entrants

54% of online 

shoppers 

actively look for 

alternative 

payments3

Merchants want 

access 

to untapped 

markets. Extend 

market to ICPNO 

participants

Growth of 

internet banking 

usage

1www.camera-e.net, 2 Brazilian Congress Draft Bill, “Protection of Personal Data” , 3TrialPay Survey 2008, 

“
Default payment mechanisms 

such as credit cards, will 

become increasingly threatened 

by new e-payment services. 

If existing providers -

predominantly the card issuers 

and acquirers - do not find an 

effective counter strategy they 

could lose 10-20% of 

transactions by 2008 and in the 

long term up to 30%.

Booz Allen

Alternative payment methods -

will increase to gain 31% of all 

online transaction volumes by 

2013, up from 14% in 2007.

Javelin Strategy & Research 

2009

”



The Threat 
• There is no doubt that non bank payment alternatives are here to stay

• Alternatives projected to account for 30%+ of US market share by 

2013

• In many cases these are not just payment alternatives but bank 

alternatives:

• Payment alternatives take revenue away from the banks

• Payment alternatives take away customer relationships

• Alternatives are extending their services into offering consumer credit



eWise partners with clearing houses, central 

banks and financial institutions to build OBEP 

networks

• Supporting banking development

• Merchants and billers would be able to accept payments from 

all participating banks

• Banks could compete in the merchant acquiring space while 

deriving value from all banks participating on the consumer 

side

The OBEP Rollout



A partnership with eWise provides:

• A complete turnkey OBEP solution

• A partner who has build and operated OBEP networks

• Close assistance in developing the OBEP operating rules

• All materials, documentation, and training necessary to deliver 

OBEP to banks, merchants, and billers

• Support for launch and subsequent rollout of the OBEP 

offering

The eWise Model


